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Academic Research Posters:
Strategies and Principles For Good Design

Albert Einstein, Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Sheffield

Introduction Results/Findings
Academic research is often presented visually in the ~ What are your key findings? Can you support these with
form of a research poster. This format of disseminationis  graphical ons of your data? Think about simplicity

a particularly effective way to get complex ideas across
in a simple and accessible way and is commonly used as
a method of networking for researchers at conferences
and events. It can be a great way to present your
research to a wider audience and to get it noticed by
relevant specialists, policy-makers or the general public.

Aims and Objectives

Can you break down the aims and objectives of your
project into some simple statements? If so, try
presenting these as bullet points to make it easy for your
reader to find them:

Produce a high quality academic poster

Present my findings in an accessible and visually
engaging way

Raise awareness of my research among a wider
audience

Methodology

A brief objective description of the experimental
approach, including equipment used and the protocol
followed. Your methods should include techniques used
both to generate and to analyse the data (i.e. which
statistical methods were employed)

«1f possible, can you break your
methodology downinto simple steps

* Isthere a way that you can show these
steps as a process or flow?

«Canit be represented visually as an
infographic?

« Explain the equipment and techniques
that were used at each stage

and accessibility of the information and adopt a ‘less is more’
approach where possible.

Fig. 1: Delegate responses o the
prompt.*Academic Conference
Posters are commonly used with

my professional field

=

2: Delegate respo
1t “Catching viewer
an imagery an

Alot of viewers of your poster will look at the images fir
Fig 2. above), so make sure they tell a story in their own)
and are dlearly annotated and labelled.

Analysis/Discussion
What does your data mean? How does what you have
presented it in with the existing literature? Doyour findings
supportother published research, or do they challenge it? If
S0, why, or vhy not? You may also wish to include the
following sections:

- y
research project?

*  Keythemesor h
as succinctly as possible

Conclusion

What are the main take-home messages for your audience?
Are there any recommendations, implications for practice, or
s further research required to build a complete picture? If so,
what are the next steps for you and/or other researchers in
the field?

Bibliography.

For further information, please contact: 301@sheffield.ac.uk
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